
 

March 6, 2013 

 

President Barack Obama 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear Mr. President: 

  

We are writing you regarding the announcement by your Administration suspending all 

White House tours for the American people effective Saturday, March 9, 2013.  We urge you to 

reconsider this ill-conceived decision to restrict patriotic Americans’ access to one of the most 

popular public buildings in Washington, DC. 

 

Although this notice from the White House claims the decision was made due to staffing 

reductions from your sequester, it is not clear that suspending these self-guided tours save 

significant dollars. We are concerned that our constituents are being used to make a political 

point and will incur the pain of the sequester. 

 

This action comes just before the Spring Break tour season when thousands of American 

families travel from across the country to learn more about the history of our nation’s capital. 

Families have waited several months before earning the promise of a White House tour.  For 

many of these visitors, this opportunity will not present itself again.  

 

It has been reported that access to the White House can be gained for a political donation 

of $500,000, according to the New York Times.  Why are our constituents being denied that same 

access?   

 

At a time when Americans are looking to the White House for leadership, they should not 

have the door slammed in their face. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 


